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I am going to ask a question of the Bible. 
Can it speak to me through my ear? No. 
How can it talk to me? Through the eye. 
Iam going to ask it this question, WuarT Is 
PRAYER? of oe 

One of the Bible’s answers is this; Pray- — 
er is telling Jesus. In Matthew 14:12 it 
tells us that a noble and good man, John the 
Baptist, was killed by the wicked king Herod. 
It adds that the friends of John “ went and 
told Jesus,” and he comforted them in their 
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sorrow. ‘That shows what praying is—tell- 
ing Jesus. 

We cannot see the Saviour now, Ka he 
can hear us when we pray and tell him about 
the things that make us sad and the things 
that make us glad. Prayer is like sending 
a letter to one that we cannot see, to tell 
him how we feel and what we need. 

“What do you do without a mother to 
tell all your troubles to?” asked a child, who 
had a mother, of 
one who had none. 
“Mother told me 
to whom to go be- 
fore she died,” an- 
swered the little 
orphan. “Igo to’ 
the Lord Jesus; 
he was my mother’s friend, and balk is mine.’ 
The other answered, “ Jesus Christ is in the 
sky. He is away off, and he has a great 
many things to attend to in heaven. It’s 
not likely he can stop to mind you.” “I do 
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not know anything about that,” replied the 
orphan. “ All I know is, he says he will, and 
that’s enough for me.” | 

When you are in trouble or sorrow, tell 
mother and father, but do not forget to 
kneel and tell Jesus also, by prayer. Prayer 
is like the gate a child has to go through to 
meet his papa at night, and tell him all that 
has happened through the day. So, one of 
the posts of our gate of prayer has “ Jesus” 
on it, and so, too, one name of prayer is 
Stelling jesus,” 

The Bible here in Exodus gives another 
beautiful answer to my question. It tells us 
that prayer is “talking with God asa man 
talketh with his friend.” (Ex. 33:11.) That is 
what the Bible says about Moses when he was 
away up on Mount Sinai. He talked with 
God as a man talks with another man, as a boy 
ora girl talks with father or mother. He could 
not see God, but he heard God speaking to 
him. Little Samuel also talked with God when 
he could not see Him. We cannot see God, or 
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even hear his voice, but he can hear us when 
we pray, when we talk to him, and he sends 
joy into our hearts as his answer. So one of 
the posts of the gate of prayer is marked 
with the words, “ Our Father.” 

‘Remember then that the second name for 
prayer is “talking with our Heavenly Father.” 
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Another answer the Bible gives to my 
question is, “ Prayer is. speaking in the 
heatticogeCinodiie G13). 22W hen. Samuel's 
mother prayed in the temple, she did not 
speak any word aloud, but she “spake in her 
heart,’ she thought about God in her heart, 
and God heard her thoughts and blessed her, 
and. gave her the little son she prayed for. 
Now this ought to teach us that it is not 
praying to speak to God with our lips if we 
do not ask also in our hearts. In heathen 
lands there are men’ who have little water- 
wheels that go round and round very swiftly 
as the water falls upon them, and the people 
are so ignorant that they think every time the 
wheel goes round, God counts it for a prayer. 
It is just as bad to talk to God with our lips, 
when we are not thinking about him in our’ 
hearts. A little girl who had just believed 
on Jesus wrote to a Christian friend, saying, 
“T always used to say my prayers, but I 
never pa till lately.” It is not really 
paying. to oe prayers,’ unless we think 
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them in our hearts. Sometimes people pray 
as Hannah did, without saying anything, 
only thinking about God in the heart. We 
can pray in this way on the street, or in 
school, or in church when the minister is 
preaching. God can read our hearts like 
open books, and. read the prayers we are 
thinking there. Here is a story of a little 
eirl who prayed without saying anything 
at all. Little Bessie was-in bed thinking 
about God. Nora came in and found her 
lying wide awake. “Ah! alone in the 
dark?” said Nora, “and not afraid at all; are 
you, Bessie darling?” “No, indeed!” said 
little Bessie, “for I am not all alone. God 
is here. I look out of the window and see 
the stars, and God seems to be looking down 
on me through them.” ‘“ To be sure,” said 
Nora, “ but God up in the sky is a great way 
off.” “No,” said Bessie, “ God is here, too; and 
sometimes he seems to be clasping me in his 
arms, and then I feel so happy.” This is 
what it-means in. the Bible when it says, 
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“ Let us draw near to God with a pure heart | 
in full assurance of faith.” 

May we all be able to say, as Davia did, 
“Thy servant hath found ix his heart to 
pray this prayer unto thee.” 

Now we will ask the Bible another ques- 
tion: How sHALL wE PRAY? The Bible 
tells us of some one who will help us to pray, 
the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit that 
whispers in our hearts and tells us to pray 
and what to say. The Bible says “ the Spir- 
- it helpeth our infirmities.” (Rom. 8:26.) 

Now let-us ask, WHAT ARE WE TO TALK 
ABOUT WHEN WE PRAY? ‘The first thing in 
prayer, almost always, is “praising.” It isa 
good plan, when we pray, to praise God first 
of all for his goodness, and his power, and his 
glory; to worship him because he is the 
only God. ; | 

The next thing is “thanking.” We all 
have a great many things to thank God for; 
so many, that the President of our country 
asks of the people to thank God together on 
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Thanksgiving day. Every day, when we 
pray, we ought to thank God for his mercies. 
Some of our blessings we never think about 
and never thank God for. Did you ever 
think what a blessing it is to have hands? 
Perhaps you never thought of it. Suppose 
you should undertake to go for an hour, for 
a day, fora week, and not use your hands 
any more than if you did not have them? 
No play for you, for, when you think of it, 
there are wonderfully few plays in which the 
hands do not take part. Some one else must 
do the home chores, for hands are never 
needed more than in all those little helps 
which children can render at home. Study 
must be laid aside, for how could you write, 
or cipher, or even turn the leaves of your 
books? You must give up the fun of nut- 
ting, berrying, sliding down hill. More than 
this, at every step some one else must do for 
you the things you used to do for yourself. 
You must be fed at the table, you must be 
undressed at night. You cannot put on your 
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own cap, or brush your own teeth. Some 
one must hold the apple for you when you 
eat it, must take your money out of your 
pocket for you when you buy anything at the 
‘store, must open doors for you wherever you 
go. Who has money enough to buy your 
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two hands? And would you care to part on 
any easier terms with your eyes or your feet? 
The fact is, money cannot buy our best com- 
forts. And we live year after year and never 
half appreciate them. If we should under- 
take, some night, as we knelt in our room, to 
thank God for all the every-day blessings he 
has given us, we should not get to bed very 
early. The greatest of our blessings is to 
know about Jesus as a Saviour, and to have 
the privilege of praying to him and reading 
his words in the Bible. One Ash-Wednes- 
day, many years ago, six men and one woman 
were burned by wicked men in Coventry, 
England, for teaching their children the 
Lord’s Prayer and the Ten Commandments, 
and such cases were frequent. We ought to 
be very thankful that we live in better days. 
Sometimes we find fault with things God 
gives us, Instead of thanking him for them. 
“T think the rain is very provoking,” said 
Bessie Jones, looking out of the window with 
an angry frown upon her brow. “It always 
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rains when Ido n't wantit. It is spoiling the 
slides, and there wont be an inch of ice left in 
an hour to skate on. Now, where’s my fun 
this afternoon, I’d like to know?” ‘“ You can 
stay at home and sew,” said her aunt. “I 
want to skate,” 
said Bessie; “ this 
rain 1S very pro- 
voking. “The 
provoking is all. 



































in your own 














heart, : Bessie,” 
said her brother. 
“ If you only had 





blue sky inside, 
you would not 
mind the rain outside.” Weshould remember 
always that God makes the weather, and 
praise him for the rain just as much as for 
the sun. The Bible says, “In everything 
give. thanks.” 

* Then comes “ confessing our sins,” telling 
God the wrong things that we have thought 
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and said and done, feeling sorry that we have 
disobeyed him. 

But what people do most of all in prayer 
is “asking.” And what they should ask for 
first, is that God would forgive them their 
sins and help them to love and obey him, 
for Jesus’ sake. Then there are many other 
things that they may ask for. 

A. boy, eleven years of age, residing ina 
small village in Bohemia, wrote, without the 
knowledge of his parents, to the Emperor of 
_ Austria, a letter, of which the following is a 
translation : 

“Wir. EMPEROR, AT VIENNA: I should like 
to become a priest or a teacher. My father 
is a poor weaver, and has no money. Have 
the kindness, Mr. Emperor, to send me some 
money, that I may learn to become a priest 
or a teacher, just as you wish. I salute you, 
the Mrs. Emperor, and the children. 

“ JOSEPH BENNESCH.” 

This letter reached the private secretary, 
and was forwarded to the Emperor in Hun- 
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gary. The innocent style of it found favor, ~ 
and shortly after the head man of the village 
in which the lad resided received an order to 
inquire and report on the case. All turned 
out satisfactorily ; and the school inspector 
of the neighboring town of Zwittau was in- 
structed to give the boy board and lodging, 
and every needful facility for his education. 
So little Joseph’s ambition, thanks to impe- 
rial kindness, is likely to be satisfied. 

-But every little boy has the privilege of 
coming to Jesus, the King of kings, and ask- 
ing greater blessings than any earthly empe- 
ror has it in his power to grant, with this as- 
surance : ‘Ask and ye shall receive.” 

But there is something that must be all 
through our prayers if we expect God to 
hear us—“ love.” The Bible says, in Paul’s 
letter to the Christians at Corinth (1 Cor. 
13:1), “ Though I speak with the tongues of 
men and of angels, and have not charity— 
that is love—I am become as sounding brass 
or a tinkling cymbal.” So you see our pray- 
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ers will sound up in heaven like the brass 
cymbals you have heard in bands, unless we 
have love in them—-love to God and love to 
men. God will not call them prayers at ail 
unless we put love into them. 

Then there is something else that is ne- 
cessary if we want to have God hear our 
prayers—it is “ obedience.” It says in the 
Bible, “ We know we have the things we ask 
of him, because we keep his commandments 
and do those things which are pleasing in 
his sight.” We are always to pray God to 
help us, and then do all we can ourselves. 
Trust and try. If we pray that God will 
make somebody a Christian, we must do all 
we can to get him to come to Jesus; if we 
pray that. God will make us good, we must 
do all we can to be good. 

We must have something else still all 
through our prayers if we wish God to hear 
us, and that is “faith.” When the suspen- 
sion bridge at Niagara was to be erected, the 
first question was, how to get the wires over. 


WHAT IS PRAYER? - 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Sa —_ 


FAVA JQAUAYAWAVAAPAYATAG 0 AVAYA 



























































































































































With a favoring wind a kite was sent up 
and was dropped on the other shore. To its 
string a cord was attached and drawn over ; 
then a rope strong enough to pull over the 
iron cables which support the bridge, over 
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which we pass in safety. This could not 
have been done but for the little kite string, | 
~which may represent faith. ‘That carries our 
prayer up to God, and makes a bridge be- 
tween our hearts and him. 

Let us all often talk with Jesus in prayer, 
praising him for his goodness, thanking him 
for his blessings, confessing our sins, and 
asking him to forgive us and help us to do 
right, putting love into the prayer, so that it 
shall please God, and also the name of Jesus, 
thinking of our Father in Heaven and the 
Holy Spirit, and resolving that after we have 
prayed we will try harder than ever to obey 
what God has told us. If we pray in this 
way, we may be sure that God will listen and 
hear the words of our lips, and he will also 
hear the very thoughts away down in our 
hearts. 
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4, “Our Father which art in heaven,” 
Matt. 6:9. 


THERE are two kinds of things in the 
world—one kind that we can see, and anoth- 
er that we caxzot see. Youcan see a scratch 
on your hand, but you cannot see the pain it 
makes.” You | 
cannot smell 
the pain, nor 
hear jit, “ner 











taste, -it 00% 
touch it. And 
yet you know 
that the pain — 








is just as real 
as the scratch. 

I once asked a little boy how he could 
draw. He answered: “I think, and then I 
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draw my-think.” He could see whatever he 
would draw, and his hand and his pencil, 
but he could not see his mind, although it 
was just as real, We can see our bodies, 
but we cannot see our thinking part, the 
soul, although we know it is jus¢ as real. So 
we can see the trees, and lakes, and rivers, 


























and the world about us, but we cannot see 
the One who created and keeps the world— 
GOD), our Father—although he is ustas real, 
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You can see the walls of the room in 
which you are, but there is something as 
large as the walls, filling all the space be- 
tween them and all around us, that you can- 
not see. Can you think what it is? It is 
something that you breathe. Can you see 
the air? And yet you know it is just as real 




























































































as the walls that you dosee. What is it that 


drives the snow about and makes the sail- 
4 ; 
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boats move so swiftly? You have felt it 
blowing in your face, and heard it whistling 
round the house. Wind, you know. is only 
the air moving about. 

Now this azv that we cannot see (although | 
we can see what it does, and so know that it 
is veal) will help us to understand God, our 
Father, who does so many great things, al- 
though no one sees him. 

Let us see how the air helps us to under- 
stand God, our Father. /7zrs¢, the air is 
everywhere, up in the sky and down in the 
caves, and even among the drops of water in 
the ocean, and here so near that I can feel it 
when I blow on my hand. Still more, God 
is everywhere, not only in heaven, but here 
with us. Asa little boy said,“ There is n't 
room for but one God, for he 7/s heaven and 
earth,” 

A man who did not believe in God was 
one day troubled in his mind as he sat in his 
room alone, while his little Nellie was away 
at Sunday-school. He had often said, “ There 
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is no God,” but could not satisfy himself with 
his unbelief, and at this time he felt espe- 
cially troubled as thoughts about God and 
the wonderful works of creation would push 
their way into his mind. To quiet these 
troublesome thoughts, he took a large card 
and printed on it, “God is nowhere,’ and 
hung it up in his study. Nellie soon came 
home and began to talk about God, but her 
father pointed to the card and said, “ Can 
you read that?” She climbed a chair and 
began eagerly to spell it out: “G-o-d, God, 
i-s, is, n-o-w, now, h-e-r-e, here; God is now 
here. Isn’t that right, papa? -I know it is 
right; God is zow here.” The man’s heart 
was touched, and his unbelief banished, by 
the faith of Nellie, and again the prophecy 
was fulfilled, “ A little child shall lead them.” 
~ Remember always, “ God is now here.” 

Our father on earth cannot always be 
with us, to protect us and help us, but God 
is with us, as close as the air, “all the days.” 

Second, The air is very powerful, as it 
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lifts the waves toward the skies, and some- 
times blows down the great trees and build- 
ings, reminding us that God, who “causeth 
the wind to blow,” is all-powerful. Our fa- 
thers on earth are sometimes not strong 
enough to defend us or provide for us, but 
our Father in heaven is stronger than the’ 
mighty winds, and promises to protect us and 
help us by his power. Once a great empe- 
ror was riding in a grand chariot through a 
city, when a little boy ran through the lines 
of soldiers toward the chariot. The soldiers 
cried, “ Stop, that is thé emperor.” He an- 
swered, “ He is your emperor, but he is my fa- 
ther,’ and so he kept on, and was taken by 
his father into the chariot. So the mighty 
God, who rules the winds, is our Father, and 
we are not afraid to come to him in prayer. 
Lhird. Vhe air is very useful and _ neces- 
sary. We could not live a minute without 
it. If the air should be taken away, all the 
men and all the animals and all the birds 
and all the plants would soon die. So we 
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could not live a minute without God, “in 
whom we live and move and have our 
being.” 

And let us remember also, as we breathe 
the air into our lungs to keep us alive, so 
God our Father promises to come into every 
heart that will pray to him. 
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THE LORDS PRA TAS 


2. “Hallowed be Phy name,” Marr. 
OO. 

Lone years ago, a good minister and 
“prophet,” named Isaiah, was allowed for a 
moment to look into heaven. He saw ona 
beautiful throne a shining light, brighter than’ 
the sun, which he knew was the glory of God; 
and all around the throne the angels were 
crying, “ Holy, holy, holy is the Lord!” At 
another time, ‘another minister and prophet, 
named Moses, saw just such a shining light in 
a bush, down here on the earth, and when he 
came near to it; a voice told him that the 
place was “holy ground,” and he must put 
off his shoes (as they do in some countries 
instead of taking off their hats when they go 
into a church), and then he knew that the 
light and voice in the bush proved that God 
was there to speak with him. 
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So you see that while the an- 








gels treat as holy God in heaven 
on his throne, we are to treat 
as holy whatever 

God sends down 
to the earth to 
represent 
him or to 
remind 


us about 
him, We 
PIRATE Satie 
minded of God in five ways: by Azs Names, 
his Sabbaths, his Bible, his Churches, and his 
Soz. That is just what it means when we 
pray, “ Hallowed be thy name,” that is, Holy 
be thy name and everything that represents 
thee on earth. 7 

1. How can we treat God’s zames them- 
selves as holy? You know that anybody’s 
name stands for the person himself. Your 
name, written on the leaf of a book, or a let- 
ter, or the list of a Sunday-school class, 
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stands for you. Anybody who treats your 
name badly treats you badly. Any one who 
speaks your name kindly treats you kindly. 
So if anybody abuses your mother’s name, it 
is abusing her. God has sent his name to 
the earth to represent him, to stand for him, 
and any one who uses God’s name profanely 
in swearing abuses and displeases God him- 
self, and any one who speaks God’s name in 
prayer lovingly and reverently honors and 
loves God himself. ‘That little boy under- 
stood it who said to those who asked him to 
swear: “ God is my Father, and do you think 
I would say rough words of my Father?” 


“Tt chills my blood to hear the blest Supreme 
Rudely appealed to on each trifling theme. 
Maintain your rank, vulgarity despise ; 

To swear is neither brave, polite, nor wise. 
You would not swear upon the bed of death! 
Reflect! your Maker zow may stop your breath.” 


2. God has given us not only his name, 
but also the Sabbath to remind us of him, to 
represent him; and so when we pray, “ Hallow- 
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ed be thy name,” we should think also of the 
day that God commands us to “keep holy.” 
As God stopped his work of creating the 
world and rested on the seventh day and hal- 
lowed it, so, when we have worked and stud- - 
ied and played during our szx days, we should 
lay aside work and study and play during the 






















































































































































































































































































one “ God's day” of each week, and read such 
books, and sing such songs, and do such 
things, as will help us to think of our Father 
in heaven, and to learn all that is good and 
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true. If we do not hallow God's day, but 
romp and play and study, we wrong: God, 
who sent the day to remind us of him. ‘“ Hal- 
low my Sabbaths, and they shall be a sign 
between me and you, that ye may know that 
Ivam the Lordsyour, Gad."; Ezek: 207%, 
“Then I contended with the nobles of Ju- 
dah, and said unto them, What evil thing is 
this that ye do, and profane the Sabbath- 
days iNet 307. 2 Se 

3. We should hallow the Book that God 
has sent us to represent him, the Holy B1- 
ble. It 1s as bad as swearing to treat the 
Bible roughly, or mark up its leaves with bad 
pictures or scribblings of fun, or to throw it 
about. To let the dust gather on it because 
we neglect to read it is not keeping it holy. 
We treat God and his Word rightly when we 
read, study and obey it, as Timothy did when 
a child. We shall then love to remember 
that God speaks to us in his Word, and to 
say with loyal hearts, “ Speak, Lord, for thy 
servant heareth ;” and we shall be glad to say, 
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me Ehy Word have I hid in ‘my heart, that 
I might not sin against thee.” 
























































4. When we pray, “Hallowed be thy 
name,” it means also that the churches that 
belong to God are to be treated as holy. Je- 
sus made a whip of cords and drove out of 
God's temple at Jerusalem those who bought 
oxen and sheep and doves and money-tables 
there, and he is just as much displeased 
when boys and girls romp and play and whis- 
per in his holy churches. If we act badly in 
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church, we are acting badly to God, whom 
the churches stand for and represent just as 
much as his name. 

5. We must especially treat as holy God's 
Son Jesus, who comes to our hearts to be 
our Saviour and Lord. If we reject him, we 
are rejecting our loving Father, as the Jews 





did in rejecting Christ. Jesus said: “He 
that honoreth not the Son, honoreth not the 
Father which hath sent him.” John 5: 23. 
And he said also, “ He that receiveth me, 
receiveth him that sent me.” John 13:20. 
When Jesus was on earth, he said, as he 
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remembered how homeless and friendless he 
was for our sake, ‘“ Foxes have holes, and 
birds of the air have nests, but the Son of 
Man hath not where to lay his head.” Shall 
he not have a place in our hearts ? 

Rather let us “believe and receive and 
confess him,’ and so hallow God’s name. 

When we pray, “ Hallowed be thy name,” 
then it is asking God that our hearts and 
the hearts of all people in the world may 
love and reverence God’s holy names, God’s 
holy Sabbath, God’s holy Bible, God’s holy 
temples, and God’s holy Son. “ Our Father, 
which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.” 
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3. Phy kingdom come,” Marr. 6:10 


The Bible in many places calls Jesus a 
Kinc. When he was born at Bethlehem, 
the wise men, who came seeking him under 
the star, asked the question in the streets, 
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“Where is he that is born King?” Once, 
as he came into Jerusalem, the children waved 
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branches of the kingly palm-trees before him, 
and shouted, * Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosan- 
na,’ which means about the same as “ Long 
live the king.’ When Jesus was dying on 
the Cross, it was written above his head, 
= lhe King. 
But he was very different from other 
kings. Where was his kingdom? He told 
his friends that it could not be seen with 
the eyes, for it was zz the souls of men. 
“The kingdom of God is within you”— 
“righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghost.” It was a kingdom of hearts, 
not of worldly pomp and pride and power. 
No one ever saw any golden crown on his 
head, or any golden sceptre in his hand, 
or any throne for him to sit upon, or any 
soldiers to follow him, or any grand palace 
for him to live in. He was not king in Gal- 
ilee, for in one of its cities a mob tried to kill 
him by throwing him over a cliff. He was 
not king in Samaria, for one of its cities re- 
fused him bread when he was hungry. Ile was 
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not king in Jerusalem, for the people there 
bound his hands and condemned him to die. 
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A poor wounded boy was once dying in 
a hospital. He was a soldier, but a mere boy 
for all that. The lady who watched by his 
bedside saw that death was coming fast, and 
placing her hand on his head, she said to 
him, “If this is death that is coming upon 
you, are you. ready to meet your God?” 
The large dark eyes opened slowly, and a 
smile passed over the young soldier’s face as 
he answered, “ I am ready, dear lady, for this 
has long been his kingdom,” and as he spoke 
he placed his hand upon his heart. “Do you 
mean,” questioned the lady gently, “that 
God rules and reigns in your-heart?” “ Yes,” 
he answered; but his voice sounded far off, 
sweet and low, as if it came from a soul al- 
ready well on its way through the dark val- 
ley and shadow of death. And still he lay 
there, with his hand upon his heart, even af- 
ter that heart had ceased to beat, and the 
soldier boy’s soul had gone up to its God. 
- All the hearts in heaven and on the earth 
that have taken Jesus as a Saviour and a 
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king are parts of this kingdom. That boy 
was right who answered the question, “ What 
is the kingdom of God?” by saying, as he 
pointed to his heart and then toward heaven, 
“ It is something here and something there.” 
All the hearts in heaven and in earth that” 
trust and obey Jesus are loyal subjects of this 
kingdom. : 

That little girl was right too, who came 
from her room after she had been praying, so 
happy that her mother said playfully, ‘““ Have 
you been to the kingdom of heaven?” and 
she answered, “No, but the kingdom of 
heaven has come to me.” 

In our country, you know, the President 
rules over many states, Illinois, Indiana, 
Ohio, Michigan, and many others—all under 
one ruler; and so every heart that loves and 
obeys Jesus is amember of his kingdom. As | 
in our country you see on the map some 
very large states, like Pennsylvania, and 
some very small states, like Delaware, so in 
the kingdom of God there are hearts of men 
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and women, and also the little hearts of boys 
and girls. 

If the Bible had not told us about it, we 
might have thought that none but grown 
people could enter this kingdom. But the 
King himself has said, “ Suffer the &é¢le chil. 





dren to come unto me, and forbid them not, 
for of such ts the kingdom of God.” IThavea 
card with the whole of the Lord’s Prayer 
written upon it in a space as small as a 
child’s little finger-nail. So the kingdom of 
God, which we speak about in this prayer, 
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can come into the heart of a little child, and 
he can hear God's voice, like little Samuel, 
and become a true Christian just as soon as 
he“ knows about God,” which is sometimes 
when one is three years old, sometimes at 
four years, sometimes not until six or seven. 

We have found who the King is, and 
where his kingdom zs,and who can join tt, 
and now you want to know Aow any one can 
join it. Jesus answers, “Except ye be con- 
verted and become as little children, ye can in 
no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 
No one can get into the kingdom of God by 
trying all by himself to be good; but he must 
ask Jesus to forgive his sins and give hima 
right and pure heart, and then he must trust 
and obey King Jesus as a very little child 
trusts and obeys his mother. The Bible and 
the voice that whispers in our hearts will tell 
us what he desires us to do. 

A. little girl was once seen making a 
wreath of flowers, and when she was asked 
whom it was for, she said, “‘ Once Jesus wore 
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a crown of thorns, and even suffered death 
for me, and I am making a wreath of flowers 
for him, to show how much I love him.” 








She could n't carry her crown-wreath to King 
Jesus, but her love for him went up to heav- 
en like beautiful flowers to gladden the Sav- 
iour’s heart. Our prayers and our songs 
and our loving words for Jesus are to him as 
sweet and beautiful as a crown of flowers, | 
for they tell him that he is’ King in our 
hearts: 

When we say, “ Thy kingdom come,” we 
pray, then, that all the hearts of men and 
women and children about us and in all the 


46 TALKS ABOUT PRAYER. 


earth may take Jesus to be their King. Our 
first President, George Washington, had 
only thirteen states to rule over, but one by 
one other states have joined, until now there 
are about three times as many. So, when 
Jesus first came to-the earth, he had only a 
few hearts in his kingdom, and when he went 
back to heaven only a few hundred, but one 
by one other hearts have joined it, until now 
there are more millions than you could count. 


b 


When we pray, “ Thy kingdom come,” and 
when we pay our missionary money, we are 
helping to add more hearts to the great king- 


dom of Jesus. 
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THE LORDS PRAVER. 


4, “Phy will be done in earth as itis 
in heaven,” Marr. 6:10. 


I seem to hear some one say, “ How can 
we know what God’s will 1s, so that we can 
do it?” 

Little Samuel heard God’s voice speak- 
ing to him in the night, and telling him just 
what todo. We don't hear God speaking 
aloud in these days, but Conscience, which a 
little girl rightly called, “Jesus whispering 
in our hearts,” tells us some of the things 
that we ought to do and some things that we © 
ought not to do. Conscience is one of our 
teachers as to what God's will is, but it only 
tells us a part of it. 

How can we, down here on the é€arth, know 
more about what our Father in heaven wishes 
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us todo? The fathers in our earthly homes, 
when they die and go up to heaven, let their 
children and friends know what they wish them 
to do in this way: they leave a paper in some 
trunk or bureau to tell their sons and daugh- 
ters what to do with the money and land, and 
they write in it also anything else that they 





wish them to do. This paper is called “a 
will” or “testament.” So our Father in 
heaven has given us two wells, two “ Testa- 
ments,’ the Old Testament and the New 
Testament, that together make up the Bible, 
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to tell us what he wishes us to do in order to 
be happy and useful. 

When we pray, “ Thy will be done,” it 1S 
asking God that we and all others may do 
what our Father in heaven tells us, in the 
two Testaments of the Bible, that he wishes 
us to do. 

It is not enough to “arn the Bible—we 
must also “ve it. It is not enough to study 
our Sunday-school lessons for Sunday, but 
we must also try to do as the lessons teach 
us on Monday and all the week. 

“How is God's will done in heaven by 
the angels?” asked a Sunday-school teacher. 
Here are the answers she received: “They 
do it zmemediately.” ‘“ They do it adzlevently.” 
“ They do it always.” “ They do it wth all 
their hearts.’ “They do it altogether. — 
“ They do it wzthout asking any questions.” 

But how much easier it is to do anything 
after we have not only read about it, but 
also seex some one do tt! How much it 
would help us to do God's will if this Bible 
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that has it all in print were only alive, asa 
~ man, with flesh instead of paper, and coat in- 
stead of cover, and lips instead of leaves, go- 
ing about doing good, just as it tells us to 
do. Then we could do God’s will by tine 
whatever the living .Bible did. 

Something. like this happened when e 
sus came from heaven and lived on the earth. 
He did God’s will just as the Bible tells us 
to doit. He was a “veng Bible, “the Word 
made flesh,” and he says, “I have given you 
an example that ye should do as I have 
done.” If we look at his life, we can see just 
how to do God’s will on earth as it is done 
in heaven, for Jesus came from heaven and 
did God’s will among men just as it is done 
among the angels. How was that? How 
did Jesus do God’s will? 

He did it wzselishly. Jesus ree “1 séele 
’ not mine own will, but the will of the Father 
which hath sent me.” It is better to do 
God’s way than to have our own way. A 
young Christian girl who could neither hear 


VILE LOIS StPRATER: ; at 


nor speak was asked, “Which would you 
prefer, to be blind or dumb?” She wrote as 
‘her answer ona slate, “ Even so, Father, as 
it seemeth good in thy sight.” One of the 
very worst things that could happen to us 
would be, to have our own wishes in every- 
thing. How much better that One should 
plan for us in af cases, whose wisdom and 
love and power are infinite. 


Jesus did God's will gladly. Hear him 
saying that it was as pleasant as his food: 
“ My meat and drink 1s todo the will of him 
that sent me.” “I delight to do thy will, O 
God.” We ought to serve God gladly be- 
cause we delight to do right, and because it 
is SO pleasant to serve one we dearly love. 

“When I was a little girl,” said a lady, © 
“my dear grandma asked me to bring her a 
glass of water. I was at play, and did not 
like to be disturbed, so I obeyed reluctantly. 
“Thank you, my dear child,’ said grandma, 
‘but it would, have given me more pleasure 
had you brought it willingly”” That was 


52 


TALKS ABOUT PRAYER. 





poo 


ait — 


| 
ri rie + = 
tae 
# 
| 
f 


) Sas 


forty years ago; but the lady says it is Zo-day 


-a little sorry spot in her memory. 
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Are you glad to do something for God? 
Jesus did God’s will always. He said, “ I do 
always the things that please him.” Do you 
always try to please God P 

4. Jesus did God’s will by obeying his pa- 
rents when a boy, and his rulers when a man, 
and God all the time. 


I have read- about a little boy named: 
Charley, who thought it very hard to be sent 
to bed one Sunday night. His father and 
mother and sisters had been talking together 
about workeng for God. Charley had said, 
“T wish God would tell me something to do 
for him. Would n't I doit!’ After a while, 
when his papa said, “ Now, Charley, my boy, 
go to bed,” his face wrinkled up and he was 
very unwilling to go. His papa said, “ Char- 
ley, a little while ago you were wishing that — 
God would give you something to do, and 
now that he does, you are not willing to do 
it.” Charley asked his papa, ‘“ How do you 
know God wants me to go to bed?” His 
papa answered,:“ I know God wants you to 
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do as your father tells you, and to do it pleas- 
antly. Do you think the Lord Jesus, when 
he was a boy, would have put on such a face 
as that when his mother told him it was time 
to go to bed?” 

A little girl, five years of age, on being 
asked, ‘‘ What is faith?” artlessly replied, * It 
is doing just what God wants us to do, and 
asking no questions about it.” This covers 
the whole matter; perfect trust combined with 
implicit obedience. 

There are, then, three parts in doing 
God's will: Obey your parents; obey your 
rulers; obey your God. When we pray, 
“ Thy will be done on earth as it is in heav- 
en,” we are praying that over all the earth 
these three things may be done by us and by 
all, as they were done by the Saviour. “If 
ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do 
them.” 
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5, * Give us this day our daily bread,” 
MATT. O UT! 


I suppose you have heard at home or in 
the Sunday-school about the men, women, 
and children of Israel, out in the wilderness 
where there was no food, gathering up the 
little grains of manna which God sent down, 
like flakes of snow, every day for the hungry 
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people, just as we put " 
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seeds every day into 





the canary-cages for 
our little birds. You “3 
have heard also of the “=: 
poor widow who had 
onlya handful of meal 
in the bottom of her Bitter and a little olive- 
oil in a bottle, as food for herself and her boy, 
and she thought they must starve; but the 
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prophet of God came to her house and 
prayed to God to make it more, and he did, 
so that there was enough for all three of them. 

Another beautiful Bible story about feed- 
ing people is that one about Jesus taking the 
five loaves that a little boy brought him, and 
two little fishes, like sardines, and praying 
over them so that God made them more, and 
feeding five thousand men, besides a great 
many women and children. The people wore 
clothes of red | 
and blue and 
white and_ or- 
ange, and when 





they sat down on 
the green grass 
In square and 





round groups of 
fifty and a hun- 
dred each, we may fancy that they looked 
like flower-beds that Jesus was caring for as 
a gardener. When they had all eaten, there 
were twelve baskets full left, although there 
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was only a part of a basket full at first. Je- 
sus had made the bread more. | 

We get our bread very differently to-day, 
don't we? Let us see. Who gives you the 
bread that you eat? ‘“ Mother.” Who gave 
it touyout mothet?- The baker?’: Who 
mavcuit tO tne baker ?=) The miller’: And 
who gave it to the miller? “The farmer.” 
And who gave it to the farmer? “The 
ground.” And who gave it to the ground? 
aA TeTs be: ; 

In the book of Ruth it is said that Naomi 
left Bethlehem on account of a famine that 
came on the place, and dwelt in Moab until 
she heard that “the Lord had visited Bethle- 
hem in giving them évead.” Three times a 
day God thus visits us in giving us bread. It 
is just as surely a divine gift when it comes © 
from the garden, as when it was given to Eli-- 
' jah by ravens, or to the multitude on the 
shores of Galilee by Christ himself. 

When we say, “ Give us this day our daily 
bread,” this reminds us, first, that God gives 
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us our food. As God dropped the bits of 
manna on-the ground in the wilderness, so 
he gives us seeds to plant in the ground, to 
grow up into corn and grain and vegetables. 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































As God made the little meal become more, 
so he makes the little seed of wheat or corn 
grow up into a great deal more than was 
planted. As God in Jesus fed the thousands 
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of people with a few small loaves and fishes, 
so God makes the little plants blossom and 
then grow into more vegetables or grain for 
food. 

The food which we see ought also to re- 
mind us, secondly, to give thanks to our Fa- 
ther in heaven who provides it for us. Your 
fathers or mothers ought to “give thanks” 


b] 


or “ask a blessing” every time the family 
comes to the table, as Jesus did when he ate 
his food. If no one else does it, you can say 
aloud or in your hearts, “ Lord, we thank 
thee for this food.” 

You remember that when Jacob thought 
Joseph was dead, Joseph sent wagons full of 
food and presents to his old father, to show 
him he was alive and still loved him; and al-_ 
though Joseph was not in sight, his father 
knew by seeing the gifts that his son lived 
and loved him still. So the food God sends 
us tells us that our Father, the King of 
heaven, whom we cannot see, lovingly cares 
for us; and we ought to tell him our thanks. 
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When we say, “ Give us this day our daily 
bread,” it reminds us, thirdly, that we ought 
not to ask for very nice things, but only ze- 
cessary things. I have heard of little folks 
praying, “Give us this day our daily bread 
and pies and cake.” God does not promise 
to give us more than what we need, unless it 


9° 


is good for us to have the nice things. He 
knows best whether they would harm us or 
do us good. 

There is only this one sentence in all the 
Lord's prayer about things for our bodies, 
and when we ask for “bread,” it means clothes 
and water and money and health, as well as 
food—all that our bodies require and that is 
best for us. ; 

God only puts one sentence in about these 
things for our bodies, because it is so much 
more important to pray mostly about our — 
souls and God’s kingdom. 

Notice also that we are taught to ask only 
for our dazly bread, enough for to-day, not-for 
next.week. We are to.ask God for to-day’s 
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need, and trust him for to-morrow, as Elijah 
did when the ravens fed him day by day in 








the famine. Surely the God who cares for the 
little sparrows will take care of the children. 

A good woman, searching out the chil- 

dren of want one cold day in winter, tried to 

_ open the door in the third story of a wretch- 


62 TALKS ABOUT PRAYER. 


ed house, when she heard a little voice say, 
“Pull the string up high! Pull the string 
up high!” She looked up and saw a string, 
which, on being pulled, lifted a latch, and she 
opened the door upon two little, half-naked 
children, all alone. Very cold and pitiful they 
looked. 

“Do you take care of yourselves, little 
ones?” asked the good woman. 

“God takes care of us,” said the older. 

“And are you not very cold? No fire 
on a day like this!” | 

“Qh, when we are very cold, we creep 
under the quilt, and I put my arms round 
Tommy, and Tommy puts his arms around 
me, and we say, ‘ Now I lay me;’ then we get 
warm,” said the little girl. 

“ And what have you to eat, pray?” 

“When granny comes home she fetches. 
us something. Granny says God has got 
enough. Granny calls us God’s sparrows; 
and we say ‘Our Father’ and ‘daily bread’ 
every day. God is our Father.” 
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So the good lady that God sent fed his 
little attic “sparrows.” Remember that not 
one of the sparrows, or the children, or the 
men, or the women, is forgotten by Him to 


whom we say, “Give us this day our daily 
bread.” 


64 ALALKS. ABOOT PRAYER. 


L1HE LORD S PRAYER. 


f. ‘Forgive us our dehts as we forgive 
our debtors,” Marr. 6:12. 


I want to ask all the children a question: 
Would you just now like to see God ?—God, 
who is so mighty that he made the world, 
and so pure and good that he 1s greatly dis- 
pleased by every naughty thing he sees any 
one do, and every wrong word he hears any 
one speak, and every wicked thought he sees 
in anybody’s heart—would you just now like 
to see God? 

I think many of you would answer that 
question as a little girl did who was looking 
out of the window toward the stars one night, 
when her mother said, “ Would you like to 
see God?” and she answered solemnly and 
slowly, “ No, ’coz he’s so big, and I’m so 
naughty.” When there is sin in our hearts 
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we don’t wish to see God, because we know 
he is displeased with sin. But Jesus said, 
“ Blessed are the poor in heart, for they shall 
see God;” and so we know that hearts that 
are made pure from sin by his grace will be 
glad to think of God now and to see him by- 
and-by in heaven. 

The words at the head of this chapter tell 
us how we can have sin taken from our hearts, 
so that they will be “right in the sight of the 
Lord.” You know when you have disobeyed 
papa and been naughty you don’t like to be 
with him. There. seems to be a wall between 
you and him until you throw yourself in his 
arms, and say, “ Dear father, I’m sorry I was 
naughty. Forgive me, and I'll not do so 
again.” Then he forgives and you are happy 
to be with him again. So we do not wish to > 
think about God or to see God until we have 
knelt. and prayed, “ Forgive us our debts,” 
that is, our sins. 

A little boy, scarcely four years of age, 

, came running to his mamma one day, with a 
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face of great sorrow, and said, “ Mamma, I 
said a naughty word; I swore!” 

“ Did you?” she said. ‘“ Come here, then, 
and I will get some clean water and a rag and 
some soap, and wash your mouth out.” 

She then carefully went>to work and 
washed his mouth out thoroughly with soap 
and water; after which she pressed her fin- 
ger down into his throat, and the little fellow 
was nearly choked. He said, ‘ What are you 
doing that for, mamma?” 

“ Because I want to get down into your 
_ heart and wash your heart clean; but I see 
that I can’t do that, so you will have to ask 
God to do that for you.” 

“How can God doit? I know it came 
from my-heart, mamma, because I ¢hought 
the naughty word before I sazd@ it... But will 
he wash out my heart if I-ask him, mamma?” 

“ Yes, he will; he promises to do so.” 

“Then I will ask him.” 

Away he went to his little room, and 
kneeling down, he said, “O God, I said a 
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naughty word; I swore. Mamma has washed 
my mouth out, but she can’t wash my heart 
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out. O God, please wash my heart out, for 
Jesus’ sake. Amen.” 

He then started up, opened his eyes, look- 
ed all around the room, and bowing his head, 
said, as he lifted it, “I thank you, God.” 

He thought God had forgiven him, not 
because he felt differently, but because God - 
promises in the Bible that he will forgive all 
who truly ask him. And his after-conduct 
gave evidence that he had become a true 
child of God and a lover of Jesus. 

This little boy, being assured that God 
had forgiven his sins and made his heart 
pure, was happy to think of God. If we ask 
God to forgive us, he will surely do it, for he 
has promised, “ If we confess our sins, he ts 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” ‘Then 
we shall be happy to think of God. 

Now I suppose you may want to ask me 
this question: “ How can God, who is so 
much displeased with sin, forgive it?” Sin 
has to be punished in some way, because God 
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is just; and also because if sin was not pun- 
ished, people would sin more and more. But 
Jesus, God’s only Son, offered to take our 
punishment, and died on Calvary in place of 
us, nailed to the rough cross until his heart 
was broken with agony and sorrow; and as 
he was punished instead of you and me, God 
forgives our sins for Jesus’ sake, if we heartily 
pray for him to do it. | 
Little Ada was just three years old. - It 
was her birthday, and she had had a great 
many presents. She was much delighted 
with them, and ran all over the house to 
show them to everybody. In her evening 
prayer she mentioned the whole list; she 
thanked Jesus for her doll, her little work- 
box, and so on; but then she remembered 
there was something much greater to be — 
thankful for, and she added, “I thank you, O 
Jesus, that you was punished instead of me.” 
One day her mother said, “« Why was Je-. 
sus punished in that dreadful way? Had he 
done something naughty?” » : 


70 TALKS ABOUT PRAYER. \ 


Little Ada answered, “ No, it was me. It 
was because / was so naughty, and Jesus 
loved me so much he didn’t lke me to be 
punished, so he was punished instead of me.” 

An old preacher was accustomed to walk 
often in his garden with a little book in his 
hand. His friends wondered what there was 
about the. book that made it so interesting. 
They found it had but three leaves, and 
nothing written or printed on any of them, 
yet his face changed from sadness to Joy as 
he turned it over. The first leaf was per- 
fectly black, the next red, the next white. 
At length he told them its meaning. The 
black represented the guilty and sorrowful 
days of his sin as it looked to God, and no. 
black was dark enough to picture it. The 
red reminded him of the blood of Jesus, and 
the white of the cleansed heart. When he 
turned the second leaf, the black was all 
under the red; and when we trust in the 
Saviour, “the past ts all under the blood.” 
That means that our sins are forgiven and 
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covered up in God’s Book, because Jesus 
was punished in our stead. 

This love of Jesus, that made him die in 
our stead, is so wonderful that the angels 
wonder as “they desire to look into it,” but 
cannot understand it. I think they must 
have gathered about the Cross and looked 
on in wonder as Jesus was Pee Al there in 
our stead. 

_ There is one thing more about the text 
to be noticed. “ Forgive us as we forgive.” 
If we do not forgive those who wrong us, 
then in saying the Lord’s Prayer, we tell 
God zo¢ to forgive us, because we say, “as 
we forgive.” We ought to pity, instead of 
hating, any who wrorig us, because they are 
hurting their own souls more than they are 
harming us. If we do not forgive those who 
do us wrong, God will not forgive us. 

In the middle ages, when the great lords 
and knights were always at war with each 
other, one of them resolved to revenge him- 
self upon a neighbor who had offended him. 
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It chanced that, on the very evening when 
he had made this resolution, he heard that 
his enemy was to pass near his castle, with 
only a few men with him. It was a good op- 
portunity to take his revenge, and he deter- 
mined not to let it pass.. He spoke of this 
plan in the presence of his chaplain, who 
tried in vain to persuade him to give it up. 
The good man said a great deal to the duke 
about the sin of what he was going to do, 
but in vain. 

At length, seeing that all his Sotds had no 
effect, he said, “ My lord, since I cannot per- 
suade-~you to give up this plan of yours, will 
you at least consent to conte with me to the 
chapel, that we may pray together before you 
go?” The duke consented, and the chaplain 
and he knelt together in prayer.. Then the 
mercy-loving Christian said to the revengeful 
warrior, “ Will you repeat after me, sentence 
by sentence, the prayer which our Lord Je- 
sus Christ himself taught to his disciples ?” 
“T will do it,” replied the duke. He did it 
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accordingly. The chaplain said a sentence, 


and the duke repeated it, till he came to the 
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petition, “ Forgive us our debts, as we for- 
give our debtors.” There the duke was 
silent. ‘My lord duke, you are silent,” said 
the chaplain. ‘“ Will you be so good as to 
continue to repeat the words after me, zf you 
dare say so’ ‘Forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors. “T cannot,” replied 
the duke. “Then, God cannot forgive you; 
for he has said’so. He himself has given 


tS 


this prayer. Therefore you must either give 
up your revenge, or give up saying this pray- 
er; for to ask God to pardon you as you par- 
don others, is to ask him. to take vengeance 
on you for all your sins. Go now, my lord, 
and meet your victim. God will meet you at 
the great day of judgment.” 

The iron will of the duke was broken. 
“No,” said he, “I will finish my prayer: 
‘My God, my Father, pardon me; forgive 
me as I desire to forgive him who has offend- 
ed me; lead me not into temptation, but de- 
liver me from evil “Amen!” said the 
chaplain. ‘“ Amen!” repeated the duke, who 


? ” 
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now understood the Lord’s Prayer better 
than ever before, since he had learned to ap- 
ply it all faithfully to himself. 


WHISPER-SONG. 


Have you heard 
The sweet word, 
FORGIVE ? 


Can you spell - 
That word well, 
FORGIVE? 
When you pray, 
Do n't you say, 
FORGIVE? 


Will you try 
To say, “I 
FORGIVE”? Tia: 
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THE LORDS PRAYER. 


T. “And lead us not inta temptation,” 
WATT. 0'-27 2. 


WHEN we pray to our Father in heaven, 
“Tead us,” it 1s partly because we do not 
know enough about the path we ought to 
walk in to go in it alone; and so we desire 
the all-wise God, who knows all things, to 
lead us. 

A little girl, who had never before been 
out of her home at night, was walking one 
evening with her father along a dark road, 
and she became very much frightened for 
fear she would lose the way and never get 
home again. But her father told her that 
he knew the way and would lead her safely 
home, and so she took his hand, and when- 
ever she felt afraid she would say, “ Father, 
you do know the way, don’t you? You will 
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take care of your little girl, because you love 
her, wont you, father?” So let us remember 
when we pray to our heavenly Father, “ Lead | 
us,” that he knows the best way for us, and 
. will lead us safely home to heaven, if we pray 
to him and obey him. If any one but God 
leads us in the journey of life, it will be like 
the blind leading the blind, which makes both 
fall into the pit; for no one but God knows 
just what we ought to do and where we ought 
to go. It is just as dangerous for us to have 
our own way and do as we please, as it is to 
be guided by others who do not love God. 
We ask God to “ Lead us,” also, because 
we are too weak to go through life alone, and 
_we need to have his strength and help. An- 
other little girl went out with her father one 
slippery winter day, with a new muff in her ~ 
hands. Her father told her she had better 
take his hand lest she should slip down, but 
she wanted to put her hands in the pretty 
muff, and so she said, “I can walk all alone.” 
Very soon she slipped down and hurt herself 
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a little, and then she was willing to take her 
father’s hand. There are so many wrong de- 
sires in us, and so many wrong things around 
us, that we shall be likely to slip into a great . 
many sinful words and ways unless we ask 
God to help us and strengthen our hearts to 
love and obey him. | . 


Tif LOKDS PRAVER., os eS 


But there is another part to this prayer, 
“Lead us zot zxto temptation.” We ask God, 
who knows where there is danger and sin, to 
guide us away from them whenever it is best 
for us; and we ask God, because he has 
strength for his children, to give us power to 
resist and refuse all temptations when we 
must meet them. 

Jesus knows how to help us in tempta- 
tion, for he was tempted. 

The devil made him think of using all his 
wonderful power to heal the sick and feed the 
hungry, to make food and dainties for him- 
self. | 

Then Satan showed him how he could 
use his power to conquer the nations and 
wear a crown as a king. 

Besides all this, he made Jesus think how © 
he could disobey God’s will and use his power 
to save himself from being punished. But 
every time Christ was tempted, he repeated 
a verse of the Bible that he had learned in his 
boyhood at home, and so he was saved from 
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doing wrong. 


When we are inclined to say 


or do wrong, let us, down in our hearts or 


























































































































with our lips, quickly pray, “ Lead us not into 


temptation,” and repeat some precious prom- 
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ise or repeat some holy song, and we shall be 
kept from wrong by the help of Jesus. 
Remember the boy who, when some other 
boys asked him to go into a wicked saloon, 
said, “ No, boys, I’ve got positive orders not 
to go.’ They said, “ Nonsense; what are 
your orders?” And he took a little card 
from his wallet and read the words of the 
Bible that were printed on it: “ ENTER NOT 
INTO THE PATH OF THE WICKED. AVOID IT; 
PASS NOT BY IT; TURN FROM IT AND PASS 
away.” So he was saved from wrong, and 
so we can be by courage, prayer, and the 


Bible. 
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THE LORDS PRAYER, 


8, “Peliver us from. evil,” © Mart. 
Oii71-3: 


THERE is a wonderful story about a young 
man, a shepherd: boy, many years ago, who 
was watching his sheep when a lion sprang in 
among them and seized a lamb in his mouth. 
The boy did not run away from the lion, but 
ran after him, and hit him with a great stone 
from his sling, making him roar with pain 
and turn about, and then he forced open the 
lion’s great jaw and let the lamb go free, and, 
most wonderful of all, he even killed the lion. 
He did the same thing to a bear. But there 
is another story about forty-two boys who 
were killed by only two bears. 

What do you think made such a differ- 
ence—one boy killing a lion and a bear, and 
forty-two boys killed by only two bears? 
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The reason for the difference was that the 
shepherd, young David, prayed, as you do, 
that God would “ deliver him from evil,” and 
the other forty-two wicked boys did not pray; 
they hated God, and mocked his servant, the 
prophet Elisha. 

This prayer reminds us, first, that God 
can deliver our sopres from evils and dan- 
gers. He has often done this for us as really 
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as he saved Daniel.and David from lions, and 
Paul from.a snake, and Elijah from starving, 
and Noah from drowning, and Daniel’s friends. 
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from the fire, and Peter from prison, and Ja- 
cob from his brother Esau, and the disciples 
from shipwreck. He saves those in these days 
who pray, “ Deliver us,” whenever it is not 
better for us to suffer than to be delivered. 

In a wild storm at sea the captain came 
for a moment into the cabin and asked his 
little girl if she was afraid. She answered, 
“ Father, let me be with you, and I shall not 
be afraid.” 

“With me? You could not stand it on 
deck for an instant.” © 

“ Father, do let me be with you.” 

~ “My child, you would be all the more 
frightened there;” and he gave her a kiss, 
while the tears flowed down his rough cheeks. 

“No, father, I will not be afraid if you 
will take me with you. O father, let me be 
with you.” 

She threw her arms around his neck and 
clung fast to him. The strong man was over- 
come; he lifted his child in his arms and car- 
ried her away with him. 


86 TALKS ABOUT PRAYER. 


A Christian passenger, who was thus left 
alone in the cabin, at first felt more lonely 
-and fearful than before as the storm shook 
the vessel in its fury. But at length he 
thought, “ The child is content; she is with 
her father. And have [xo FATHER? Is not 
the Father in heaven near to care for me?” 

The storm continued, but in his soul there 
was a great calm. Like Christ on the storm- 
tossed sea of Galilee, he felt no fear. He 
rested on the words, ‘ Our Father.” Shall 
we not rest on those words in every storm of 
our lives? “ Our FATHER.” 

He is able to deliver our bodies from ev- 
ery danger, unless it is best for us to suffer or 
die. We should pray, “ Deliver us from evil,” 
and then leave all our cares with “ Our Fa- 
ther,” who careth for us. | 

But we ought, most of all; to ask God to 
deliver us from evils that injure our soUuLs, 
from sin and wrong. You remember how a 
father once brought to Jesus his little son, 
who would tear his hair and roll on the 
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ground, because an evil spirit was in his soul, 
making him say and do wrong. Jesus made 
the devil go out of his heart, and filled it with 
the Saviour’s love, and then he was kind and | 
gentle and good. So God will save us and 
“deliver us,” if we pray to him, from the bad 
things we often think of, speaking or doing. 
One day there was a severe storm in Sus- 
_ sex, England, and the children of the par- 
sonage watched it from the windows with that 
comfortable feeling well-housed children are 
wont to feel when the rain patters on the 
panes. Presently they saw a little lamb leave 
the flock and exert all its little strength to 
leap up the steep churchyard bank. Then it 
turned about and began to bleat, as if urging 
its mother or other friends to follow. But 
they huddled close together and would not 
heed the lamb’s voice. Then it disappeared 
from their view, and the parsonage children. 
wondered much what had become of it. 
After the storm they hastened to seek it. 
And where do you think the dear little lamb 
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was found? Right in the church, cuddled 
down on the soft carpet, just in front of the 
pulpit. The church door had been left open, 
as was common in summer days, and here it 
had found a safe shelter. 





So Jesus wants to deliver from evils for 
the body and the soul all the children, his 
lambs; and he has put the church in the 
world, that in its meetings and membership 
and at its altars the little ones may be deliv-. 
ered from evil. | 
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LAE LORIZS- PRAVEER. 


9%, “For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever,” Mart. 
Oy. 1:3; 


THERE is a Story that tells us that a long 
time ago the Queen of Words sent forth a 
message that on such a day there would be a 
meeting of all classes of people, who might 
take her trusty servants, the alphabet, con- 
sisting of twenty-six letters, and the one who 
should form the grandest word should be 
seated next to the queen and receive a crown 
of gold. Far and wide the message went, and 
multitudes began to study what word they © 
would form. But lest somebody else should 
select his chosen word, every one kept silent 
and only looked wise, as much as to say, “I 
know something, if I only chose to tell.” 

At length the day arrived, and there was 
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the queen and the crown and the alphabet 
and the multitude. The question now was 
who should first spell what he considered the 
sweetest and most powerful and glorious word 
in the world. So the queen told them all to 
write their words and fold them up and cast 
them into a box she had prepared. She 
would then draw them out by lot, read each 
word aloud, and call upon the one who had 
put it in to stand up and tell why he thought 
it the best word, and she would decide who 
was right. 7 

So she drew all the multitude close around 
her, and all were hushed and silent when she 
put in her hand and drew out a paper. On 
opening it she read aloud, “ Money.” ‘Then 
she asked, ‘“ Whose is this ?” 

“Tt is mine,” said an old, hard-faced mi- 
ser. 

“ And why do you think this the sweetest 
word in human language ?” she said. 

“ Because, madam, money is what all want, 
all toil for, and all rejoice over. It will buy 
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anything, do anything, and, as the good Book 
says, ‘Money answereth all things.’ It is the 
sweetest word ever spoken.” , 

“TI beg leave to differ from you, sir. You 
pervert the meaning of the good Book. You 
say, money will do anything and procure any- 
thing. Is that so? Will it raise a sick man 
from a bed of pain? Will it cheer or save 
the dying man? Will it heal a wounded con- 
science? Will it restore the dead babe to its 
mother’s arms? Will it open the door of 
heaven to the soul, or make immortality bless- 
ed? No! It isa slippery servant—to minister 
to the wants of the body, or to raise the pride, 
or to gratify the appetites, or a hard master 
to grind the poor. It is anything but the 
sweetest word.” ~ 

She then put her hand again into the box 
and drew out a paper on which was written 
the word “ Honor,” and said, 

“ Who claims this?” 

“T do,” said a fine-looking young man, 
_ dressed in splendid military garments. 
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“ And what is your plea for your favorite 
word?” said the queen. 

“Why, madam, it seems to me too plain 
for proof. The child at school, the boy on 
the playground, the parent in planning for 
his child, the scholar in studying over his 
books, the sailor risking his life on the stormy 
ocean, the politician in wrestling for position, 
and the soldier rushing up to the cannon’s 
mouth, are all witnesses that honor is the 
word that is sweetest to the human ear.” 

“You plead well,” said the queen, “but I 
cannot agree with you. Honor is powerful 
to move men to effort and action. But you 
will notice that it appeals to and cultivates 
selfishness in the heart, shuts out home affec- 
tions, tramples on the most sacred rights of 

others, seeks its place through fields of blood, 
and often fills nations with hag th es I can- 
not allow you the premium, sir.’ 

Again the fair hand of the queen drew 
from the box, and on the paper was written 
the word “ Love.” 
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_“ Whose may this be?” asked the queen, 
in a softened voice. 

“ Mine, madam,” said a young man, whose 
face was glowing with excitement, while a 
thousand youths around him, and as many 
_bright-eyed maidens, seemed ready to shout. 

“ And your reasons, sir?” 

“Tt is not a matter of reason, madam, but 
it is the belief of the mother over her babe, 
of that babe as soon as he can return her 
smile, of the child longing for home, of the 
widow in her desolation, of youth seeking the 
dearest friend the earth knows, of age lean- 
ing upon the child for support. It is sung in 
the songs of the birds, echoed in the notes of 
the mourning dove, and it thrills the language 
of every living thing. We have reason to be- 
lieve that it reaches the angels in heaven.” 

“ A strong plea, certainly,” said the queen, 
“but I must have time to think further upon 
it before I decide.” 

Once more she drew from the box, and the 
word was read amid great silence—‘ JEsus.” 
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“Whose is this?” said the queen, in a low 
voice. 

“T wrote it,” said a little girl, almost sink- 
ing under the eyes that were turned upon her. 

“And can you, my child, tell me the rea- 
sons why you think Jesus is the sweetest word 
in the world?” 

“No; Lf cnly feel so.” 

“ Truly, little one, you feel right. There 
is nothing truly praiseworthy, no beauty of 
character, no true greatness that we can think 
of, nothing exalted, refined, gentle, loving, or 
good, which is not found in him. He is 
riches and honor and glory and love in their 
deepest meaning. There has been no lan- 
guage found on earth into which Jesus cannot 
be introduced untranslated. The rude and 
the refined nations of the earth all sing the 
same name. It is the sweetest word on earth, 
and probably the sweetest in heaven. Come, 
little child, and sit by my side and receive 
this golden crown, faint emblem of the crown 
which Jesus will one day place on thy head.” 
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_As Josiah wore a crown when he was only 

eight years old, so every child may bea “king 
unto God” in heaven if he loves the name of 
Jesus. . 
“ Jesus,” then, is the sweetest word, and 
also the most kingly, powerful, glorious, and 
eternal, of all. the words we can make; and 
so we say in the Lord’s Prayer, as the REa- 
son why we ask for food and forgiveness and 
guidance and deliverance, ‘“ /or thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever.” We know God can answer our pray- 
ers, decause he is a King, powerful, glorious, 
eternal; and we know that he wz// answer our 
prayers, because he is also “ Our Father,” and 
has shown his love by giving us Jesus to die 
as our Saviour. “He that spared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall 
he not with him also freely give us all things.” 
Let us ask him to make our hearts a part of 
his kingdom, and fill them with his presence 
and power and glory, for ever. 

A very little Chinese boy once came toa 
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missionary, and said, “I want to love your 


Jesus.” “Then just tell him so,” was the 
answer. The | 

child went 

away ; next 


day he came 
back, and said, 
“TI do love Je- 
sus, and now 
I want to be 
called a Chris- 
tian.” “ But 


- how,” said the 





missionary, “have you found him?” “TI just 
did as you told me,” said the child; “I kneeled 
down, and said, ‘O Lord Jesus, come into my 
heart, and make me love thee always,’ and 
now I do love him, and want to be his child 
forever.’ | 
Let us all do what this little boy did, and 
we shall be welcomed to Christ and to heaven 
as he was. Let Jesus be the King whose 
words we obey, so that we can say, in the 


Wt LORDS LAALE ds. 97 


sincerity of our hearts, ‘“‘ Thine is the king- 
dom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.” 





“This day.” 

















{OUR FATHER 
Y. Which art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done in | 
earth, as it is in heaven. Give | 
us this day our daily bread. 
;| And forgive us our debts, as 
'! we forgive our debtors. And | 
f lead us not into temptation, 
Qi but deliver us from evil: For 
=a \ thine is the kingdom, and the | 
‘\\Q\\)- power, and the glory, for ever. 
= \ Amen. Ug. 
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THE LORD! Senay ER: 


10, “Amen,” Matt. 6: 13. 


Tue Lord’s Prayer is a letter from our 
hearts and lips to God. You look at a letter, 
and you see first the name of the person it is 
sent to: the Lord’s Prayer letter is sent to 
“ Our: Father.”» -Then“you séé° on-a tetter 
the place to which it is sent So we put in 
the Lord’s Prayer “In heaven.” ~Onthe 
outside of a letter you see a printed ring that 
tells when the letter is sent. So in. the 
Lord’s Prayer we say, “ This day,’ because 
we ought to send it to God every day. At 
the close of a letter we say, “ Yours respect- 
fully,” or “Yours affectionately,” or some- 
thing like that; and so we say in our Lord's - 
Prayer letter to God, “ Thine is the king- 


>P 


dom.” Then in letters we sign our names; 
in the Lord’s Prayer the signature is “ Us.” 


When important letters are sent, they some- 
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times have a seal stamped on them, to show 
that all that is said in the letter is right and 
true. In our Lord’s Prayer, the seal is the 
word “ Amen.” A great many do not under- 
stand this word. Lét me tell you some of 
the meanings of AMEN. 

1. Its first meaning is “ True,” “So it is,” 
“That’s so.” In our prayer, we say of God, 

he is our Father, exalted in heaven, holy or 
“hallowed,” and when we say “Amen,” it 
means that all these things are ¢rwue. 

2. The second meaning of Amen is, 
“So be it.’ The Chinese words for Amen 
mean, “ The heart wishes exactly. so.” We 
pray that God’s kingdom may come, and his 
will be done, and food and forgiveness, guid- 
ance and deliverance be given us; and when 
we say Amen, it means that our hearts wish — 


at to be so. 
3. If we promise anything in our prayers, 
Amen says the promises are frm. 
. 4. Amen also prays about all we have 
said, “ Zhe Lord say so too.” 1 Kings 1:36. 
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5. Amen prays about all we have asked, 
* The doord:de. so." -2jeremne 3 26: 

6. It reminds us that all the promises of 
God that we have repeated in our prayers are 
“Yea and Amen” (2 Cor. 1: 20), true and sure. 

7. It reminds us also that Jesus, in whose 
name we pray, is “the Amen, the fazthful 
and ¢rue Witness.” Rev. 3:14. 

8. The Amen seems to say of the whole 
prayer, “ This prayer hath been heard of 
God; that know I surely and of a truth.” 

‘9. And the Amen also seems to cry after 
all our praying, “ Thy will be done.” 

One of the sweetest of all the meanings 
is, “ The heart wishes exactly so.” When 
we cannot do anything else, it is helping 
God and all good things to wish and pray in 
our hearts that the right may be done. 

A little deaf and dumb girl was once ask- 
ed by a lady, who wrote the question on a 
slate: “What is prayer?” The little girl 
took the pencil and wrote the reply, “ Prayer 
is the wish of the heart.” 
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Let me tell you of a little boy who under- 
stood this part of the meaning of Amen. 

A father was coming home in his car- 
riage one day, when he saw his little boy, 
only four years old, on the fence at the corner 
of the yard, shouting to tell him something, 
and very much excited. “Father, father!” 
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and. he ‘lost ‘his breathi- “Wihatis a 
“Why, father, there’s been a fire at our 
house.” ‘“ How is that?” “And, father, we 


put it out.” The father laughed and said, 
“We put it out? You Atk thing, what 
did you do?” “Why, John brought the water, 
and Jane put it on the fire, and I stood by 
and said AMEN, Just as hard as I could.” 
He knew that Amen was a prayer to God 
and a wish of the heart, and would encourage 
and help in putting out the fire. 

If we wzshk that God’s will may be done 
on the earth, we must be sure and do it our- 
selves in our thoughts and words and deeds; 
and we shall also pray and work to get oth- 
ers to take God to be the King of their 
hearts. ‘“ AMEN.” 


SNOW PLAY ME DOWN TO SLEEP.” 403 


Lane 


“NOW I LAY ME DOWN TO SLEEP.” 


“Father, inta thy hands = cammend 
Wp sities UKE 22mg SA, at: 5, 


Tus verse in the Bible means the same 
as the little pray- 
er, “ Now I lay 
me. cow. to 
sleep,” which we 
shall talk about 
now. 

Do you think 





in your head and 
heart what you 
are saying when you pray that sweet prayer? 
I hope you offer this little evening prayer 
every day of your life, and that your heart 
prays as well as your lips. 
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Let us think to-day of all its precious 
meanings. 

1. It reminds us of one of our greatest 
blessings and comforts—sep. “Now I lay 
me down to sleep.” The Bible tells us it is 
a gift of God’s love. “So he giveth his be- 
loved sleep.” It rests us when we are weary, 
and gives us a chance to grow when we are 
young, and to get well when we are sick. 
Let us always thank God for sweet sleep. 

2. This prayer tells us to whom we 
should pray—* / pray the Lord.” 

A little boy one evening was going to 
bed as usual, but his mother was obliged to 
leave him, being suddenly called away. She 
required the nurse to put on his night-clothes 
and carry him up stairs, and then she kissed 
him, saying, “ Good-night, dear Edward; you 
must say your prayers to Sarah.” 

Looking up in his mother’s face, he said, 
“No, mamma; I'll say my prayers to God.” 

When we pray, we must not pray to please 
those who are around us, but let our prayers 
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be a sweet talking with God. How sad it is 
that some pray to ugly images, as the people 
did on the plains of Babylon, and do now in 
heathen countries, and even to snakes and 
devils, when none of these can hear them or 
help them! When we pray to our Father 
in heaven, we know he hears us. 

3. We “ pray the Lord our souls to keep.” 
_ The strong man, the rich man, and the wise 
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man need to ask God's care, with the same 
humble and trustful spirit that a little child 
does. When David was a young man and 
expected to live many years, he used to offer 
the prayer, so much like yours, that we have 
put at the head of this chapter—a prayer that 
some have wrongly thought was only for the 
dying—* Into Thy hands I commend my spir- 


” 


it.” Saul was trying to kill David, and he 
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was hiding in the woods and mountains and 
caves, but he prayed the Lord his soul to 
keep, and then he was not afraid. 
Afterwards, when David was a king and. 
his son Absalom was trying to kill him, and 
had driven him out of his palace into the 
wilderness, his heart was not troubled, but he 
said at night, “I will both lay me down in 
peace and sleep; for thou, Lord, only, makest 
me dwell in safety.” In the morning he sang 
with his harp, “I laid ~ 
me down and slept; I 
awaked ; for the Lord 
sustained me.” Psa. 
Meno ae eee OnE CLer 
slept sweetly in a pris- 
on, between two sol- 





diers, and with two 

chains on his hands, the very. night when he 
expected they would kill him, because, like Da- 
vid, he had prayed the Lord his soul to keep, 
and he knew that “ He that keepeth Israel 
neither slumbers nor sleeps,” but watches 
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over his people, and would not Iet any sor- 
row come to him that was not for the best. 

4. He knew that if he “ded before he 
waked,’ the Lord would take his soul to 
heaven. That reminds us that to those who 
trust in Jesus, dying is only being taken in 
the hands of our Father. 


“Tf I should die before I wake, 
I pray the Lord my soul to take.” 


When Jesus was dying on the cross, he 
said, ‘“ Father, into thy hands I commend my 
spirit.” When Stephen was being killed by 
the stones that wicked men hurled at him, 
he said, as he looked up to heaven and saw 
the Saviour waiting to welcome him, “ Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.” And then it is 
said of avery good man in the early days of 
the world: “ Enoch walked with God, and he 
was not, for God took him.” A sick child 
looked up from his bed and said, “ Papa, take 
baby,” and the father did so. ‘Then the child 
looked .up, above his father’s face, and said, 
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“Now, God, take baby,” and his soul was 
gone ina moment. - “ God took him.” 


“The baby weeps ; 
And mother takes it from the nurse’s arms 
And stills its fears and soothes its vain alarms, 
And baby sleeps. 
“Again it weeps ; 
And God doth take it from the mother’s arms, 
From present pain and future unknown harms, 
And baby sleeps.” 


Whenever we retire at night, let us think 
of those grand words that a good man often 
says to his friends: “Good-night. Maybe 
some one of us will wake in glory.” 

A little child, who had been taught about 
Jesus, was dying. It was at the close of a 
bright summer day. The sun was setting, 
and its red rays were shining through the 
window on the bed where the child lay. 
His mother had died some time before. His 
father sat weeping by the bedside of his dar- 
ling. Stretching out his hand, the little one 
said, “ Good-night, papa; mamma has come 
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for me to-night. Don’t cry, papa; well all 
meet again in the morning /” 

Heaven is the morning-land to which no 
night or weariness ever comes, and there, if 
we are good and true, we'll all meet again 
in the morning. 

5. “And this L ask for Fesus sake.” 
“‘Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in 
my name, he will give it you.” John 16: 23. 

When I used the little prayer, “ Now I 
lay me down to sleep,” my mother taught me 
to say as the last line, “ And this I ask for 
- Jesus’ sake,” because the Saviour taught us 
to ask all things in his name, and for his 
sake. Let me explain why this 1s. 

A great king, of whom some of you have 
heard, had two countries that he ruled; one 
of them very large and pleasant and beauti- 
ful, and the other small and unpleasant and. 
rough. In the pleasant country the king 
lived, and the city in which he had his pal- 
ace was paved with gold, one of its gates was 
a pearl, and there were precious stones and 
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gold and silver in the walls of the build- 
ings. 

The king loved the other country where 
his people dwelt; but they were rebellious 
and wicked, and once, when he went among 
them to stay there, they drove him away by | 
their unkindness. Yet he sent messengers 
almost every day to tell them that he loved 
them, and: promised that if they would re- 
turn to him penitent and obedient, he would 
pardon them and give them every good thing 
they desired. He told them he would come 
near the borders of the pleasant country, and 
talk with them across the stream that sepa- 
rated the two lands, if they would. But these 
wicked people killed many of these messen- 
gers and stoned others, and cursed their no- 
ble king. 

At length he gave his own Son, the 
Prince of his kingdom, who put away his 
beautiful robes and left his grand palace, and 
dressed like a poor man, and lived with these 
people, helped them in their troubles, wept 
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at their graves, and talked with them kindly 
everywhere. They had broken the laws of 
their king and were condemned to die; but 
he took their place and died in their stead, 
so that the king offered a pardon to all. 
Then the king said that anything the people 
should ask, in the name of his Son who had 
died for them, he would give. Now, would 
that people doubt, after the king had sent his 
Son to them, that he would give them bread 
if they needed, and help, and health, and 
other favors? No. Who. was this King? 
God. The pleasant country? Heaven. 
The other? Earth. The King’s Son? 
Jesus. 

“He that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how shall he not 
with him also freely give us all things?” 
God has shown his love so plainly in sending 
us Jesus to be our Saviour and our friend, 
that we know he will give us, in answer to 
our prayers, everything we need. 

When we ask for things that are not best 
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for us, he knows everything so well, and loves 
us so much, that he will not give just what 
we ask in such cases, but something better, 
at a better time, and in a better way; Just as 
our loving parents, when we want something 
that is not good for us, do not let us have it, 
but in their love and wisdom give us some- 
thing else that is better. Let us all our lives 














send our prayers as letters to God every day, 
until we behold the face of our Father in 
heaven, and talk with him face to face. 
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TALES ABOUT PRAYER: 


“ Before in sleep I close my eyes, 


These things I must remember thrice: 
What I’ve been doing all the day ; 

What were my acts at work or play ; 

What I have heard ; what I have seen ; 
What I have learned where’er I’ve been ; 
What I have learned that’s worth the knowing; 
What I have done that’s worth the doing ; 
What I have done that I should not ; 
What duty was this day forgot. 

Before in sleep I close my eyes, 

These things I must remember thrice. 

If I’ve done ill then I must pray 

That God will wash my sins away ; 

And, for the merits of his Son, 

Forgive the evil I have done.” 


RESPONSIVE PRAISE SERVICE. ..1315 
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INTRODUCTORY: (HAMBURG.) 


“From every stormy wind that blows, 
From every swelling tide of woes, 
There is a calm, a sure retreat ; 

’T is found beneath the mercy-seat. 

“ Ah! whither could we flee for aid 
When tempted, desolate, dismayed, 
Or how the hosts of hell defeat, 

Had suffering saints no mercy-seat?” 


1. LEADER.—‘“‘ Our Father which art in 
heaven.” 
RESPONSE : (NAOMI) 
“Father, I stretch my hands to thee ; 
No other help I know ; 
If thou withdraw thyself from me, 
Ah! whither shall I go?” 
2, LEADER.—‘ Hallowed be thy name.” 
RESPONSE: (LABAN OR ST. THOMAS.) 
“Ye praying souls, rejoice, 
And bless your Father’s name ; 
With joy to him lift up your voice, 
And all his love proclaim.” 
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3. Leaper.—“ Thy kingdom come.” 
RESPONSE; (GRANT.) | 


“Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all thy life receive, 
Suddenly return, and never, 
Never more thy temples leave ; 
_ Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve thee as thy hosts above, 
Pray and praise thee without ceasing, 
Glory in thy perfect love.” 


4. LEADER.—‘ Thy will be done in earth 
as it is in heaven.” ! 
RESPONSE : (PETERBORO.) 


“Thy only will be done, not mine, 
But make me, Lord, thy home ; 
Come as thou wilt, I that resign, 
But, O my Jesus, come.” 


5. LEADER.—“ Give us this day our daily 
bread.” 
RESPONSE : (HEBRON.) 


“Father, supply my every need ; 
: Sustain the life thyself hast given ; 
Oh grant the never-failing bread— 
The manna that comes down from heaven.” 
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6. LEapErR.—“ Forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.” 
RESPONSE: (WINDHAM.) 


“Show pity, Lord, O Lord, forgive ; 
Let a repenting rebel live ; 
Are not thy mercies large and free? 
May not a sinner trust in thee?” 


7, LEADER.— And lead us not into temp- 
tation.” 
RESPONSE : (MISSIONARY HYMN.) 


“God is my strong salvation ; 

What foe have I to fear? 

In darkness and temptation, 
My light, my help, is near ; 

Though hosts encamp around me, 
Firm in the light I stand ; 

What terror can confound me, 
With God at my right hand?” 


8. LEADER.—‘ But deliver us from evil.” 
RESPONSE : (WATCHMAN.) 


“Other refuge have I none, 
_ Hangs my helpless soul on thee ; 
Leave, oh leave me not alone, 
Still support and comfort me: 
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All my trust on thee is stayed, 
All my help from thee I bring, 

Cover my defenceless head 
With the shadow of thy wing.” 


9. LEADER.—“ For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever. 
AMEN.” 

RESPONSE : (LENOX.) 


“ His kingdom cannot fail, 
He rules o’er earth and heaven ; 
The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus given ; 
Lift up your hearts, lift up your voice, 
Rejoice, I say again, rejoice.” 


Cuoir.—A chant, “Our Father which 


art in heaven.” 
ALU: 


“ Sweet hour of prayer! 
Sweet hour of prayer! 

That calls me from a world of care, 
And bids me at my Father’s throne 
Make all my wants and wishes known ; 
In seasons of distress and grief 
My soul has often found relief, 
And oft escaped the tempter’s snare, 
By thy return, sweet hour of prayer.” 
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PRAYER: 
RECITATION OR CHANT ON THE LORD'S PRAYER. 


[The following beautiful poem is said to have been written by 
King James I., though by some it is ascribed to Bishop Andrews. ] 


“If any be distressed, and fain would gather 
Some comfort, let him haste unto 
Our lather. 


“ For we of hope and help are quite bereaven 
Unless thou succor us 
Which art in heaven. 


“Thou showest mercy, therefore for the same 
We praise thee, singing, 
Hallowed be thy name. 


“Of all our miseries cast up the sum, 
Show us thy joys, and let 
-Thy kingdom come. 


“We mortal are, and alter from our birth ; 


Thou constant art ; 
Thy will be done on earth. 


“Thou madest the earth, as well as planets seven ; 
Thy name is blessed here, 
As ’tis in heaven. 


“Nothing we have to use, or debts to pay 
Except thou give it us. 
Give us this day 
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“Wherewith to clothe us, wherewith to be fed, 
For without thee we want 
Our daily bread. 


“We want, but want no faults, for no day passes 
But we do sin ; 
Forgive us our trespasses. 


“No man from sinning ever free did live, 
Forgive us, Lord, our sins, 
As we forgive. 


If we repent our faults, thou ne’er disdain’st us ; 
We pardon 
Them that trespass against us. 


“Forgive us what is past, a new path tread us ; 
Direct us always in thy faith, 
And lead us, 


“Us thine own people and thy chosen nation, 
Into all truth, but 
Not into temptation. 


“Thou that of all good graces art the giver, 
Suffer us not to wander, 
But deliver 


“Us from the fierce assaults of world and devil 
And flesh, so shalt thou soon free ° 
Us from evil. 


“To these petitions let both church and laymen, 
With one consent of heart and voice, say 
AMEN.” 
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